



WHAT YOU CAN DO

NY STATE LEGISLATION & DEC REGULATION
· Andrew Cuomo  (518) 474-8390 or email through webpage http://www.ny.gov/governor/contact/index.html
You can get contact information for State Assembly and Senate members through

NY Senate Home Page
http://www.nysenate.gov/
NY Assembly Home Page
http://assembly.state.ny.us
· Call for withdrawal of the DEC’s dSGEIS that is totally inadequate to protect our environment and our people.
· Hydrofracking Ban Bill Introduced Into NY Senate March 26, 2011 The bill recently introduced by Senator Tony Avella, S4220-2011, is the first bill introduced into the NYS legislature to ban fracking.  The bill’s short name is: Prohibits the use of hydraulic fracturing in the extraction of oil and gas.  

· Bill to remove drilling waste from hazardous exemption.  It is now official that we can (1) thank Sweeney for introducing, (2) urge his colleagues in the Assembly to co-sponsor, and (3) urge those in the Senate to introduce/sponsor the companion to this bill (A7013).
Section 27-0903 of the environmental conservation law is amended by adding a new subdivision 4 to read as follows: 4.  Uniform treatment of waste. Notwithstanding any other law or regulation to the contrary, all waste resulting from the exploration, development, extraction or production of crude oil or natural gas,  including but not limited to drilling fluids and produced waters, shall be considered  hazardous  waste  under  the  law of this state and subject to all pertinent generation, transportation, treatment, storage,  and  disposal laws  and  regulations,  if such waste meets the definition of hazardous waste set forth in subdivision three of section 27-0901 of this chapter. Within six months from the effective  date  of  this  subdivision,  the department  shall  make  all necessary changes to bring its regulations into compliance with this section.
FEDERAL LEGISLATION & REGULATIONS
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand (202) 224-4451
Senator Charles E. 'Chuck' Schumer 212-486-4430
Representative Richard Hanna 202-225-3665
Tell your Senators and Representative to support the FRAC Act
Senators Casey (D-PA) and Schumer (D-NY), and Representatives DeGette (D-CO), Polis (D-CO) and Hinchey (D-NY) have introduced twin bills in the Senate (S 587) and House (HR 1084) The FRAC Act has been reintroduced in the House and the Senate.  This very important bill will require frackers to disclose the chemicals they inject underground and will once again subject hydraulic fracturing to the Safe Drinking Water Act, thereby closing the "Halliburton Loophole" in the Bush/Cheney Energy Act of 2005.    Even if you previously expressed support for the FRAC Act, it's important to speak up now - as far as Congress is concerned, H.R.1084/S587 is a new piece of legislation.                        
The exemption is known as the "Halliburton loophole" because former Vice President Dick Cheney, ex-CEO of Halliburton, is associated with its creation. Halliburton developed hydraulic fracturing in the 1940s, and remains one of the three largest manufacturers of fracturing fluids.

Potential for drinking water contamination 
Hydraulic fracturing injects fluids under extremely high pressure into an oil or gas well to crack open underground oil and gas formations. The fluids usually contain highly toxic chemicals, such as benzene, and hydraulic fracturing is suspected of contaminating drinking water across the country.
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POINTS TO INCLUDE IN LETTERS/CALLS TO OFFICIALS

1. With a failure rate of between 2 to 8 percent, horizontal drilling and hydrofracking pose an unacceptable risk to our drinking water and the quality of groundwater, aquifers, lakes and streams 

2. Drilling will introduce some combination of over 250 chemicals into our soil, air and water, placing local residents, wildlife, and critical agriculture and watershed areas at risk 

3. Communities where hydrofracking has occurred have experienced explosions, fires, spills, stream contamination and well pollution as well as degradation of aquifers and other water supplies.  The methane that leaks from wells, compressors, pipelines pollutes the air and releases greenhouse gasses.
4. Local emergency services, including volunteer fire departments, EMS units, and healthcare providers, will be severely stressed and placed at considerable risk from accidents 

5. Gas drilling in NYS will involve construction of a massive infrastructure of wellheads, pipelines, compressor stations, and processing centers spread across much of rural upstate NY 

6. Infrastructure development will involve extensive clear-cutting, 24-hour noise and light pollution, huge increases of truck traffic, and the permanent alteration of existing landscapes 

7. Industrialization is incompatible with agriculture, tourism, recreation; drilling and related development will significantly alter existing use patterns of rural areas 

8. Compulsory integration of neighboring landowners to allow gas extraction against their wishes is an unlawful seizure of land and an unconstitutional abuse of power 

9. Extensive drilling will undermine property values and increase tax burdens on all local citizens, creating boom and bust economic cycles in local communities 

10. NYC's Dept. of Environmental Protection has concluded that hydrofracking is too dangerous for NY City's Catskill/Delaware watershed and Syracuse’s watershed but not too dangerous for the rest of the state.  Why is this? 

11. NYS DEC's draft Environmental Impact Statement (dSGEIS) is fatally flawed in its open support of drilling, its minimization and dismissal of risks, and its failure to consider the total cost and cumulative impacts of drilling including the treatment of waste
12. NYS DEC is seriously understaffed and under-funded, and is in no position to regulate and effectively monitor drilling of thousands of wells in NYS 

13. Natural gas is not "clean energy" but rather just another polluting, non-renewable fossil fuel contributing to global warming 

14.  Many landowners were misled about the massive impact drilling would have on their land and on their use of their land; many were paid less than 1% of what companies are now paying for leases.  These landowners would benefit from a moratorium that would allow their leases to expire and they could reconsider their decision or get a fairer price. 
15. Local governments (including the Cortland County Legislature) have asked for a moratorium so that they can adopt laws and policies that would protect their people, their resources and their roads and bridges. 
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