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                For Immediate Release
                       


Contact: Barbara Lifton
            Date: November 3, 2010

Lifton Submits Comments on State Forest Plan 


Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton (D/WF-Tompkins/Cortland) has submitted public comments (full comments attached) on the Draft Strategic Plan for State Forest Management, saying that the “gas drilling agenda outlined in the Forest Management Plan is wholly incompatible with the wildlife and conservation policies that underlie NYS forest stewardship.”


The Management Plan sets forth state policy for forest management and, clearly, would allow for high-volume hydrofracking (HVHF) in the State Forests. Lifton calls for development of a plan according to the Precautionary Principle, “preventing HVHF within the forests, [so that] New York’s citizens and environment will be protected, ensuring that the forests will retain their aesthetic, cultural, recreational and natural qualities for the future.”


Lifton urged that the state continue to move towards a renewable energy future, as it has with RGGI and Green Jobs, the work NYSERDA is doing on “greening” buildings in both the public and private sectors, and the state’s own green retrofit program for state buildings. 

     Lifton has repeatedly urged attention to the conclusion of the UN Climate Panel, comprised of most of the world’s leading climate scientists, that said we have six years left to cap CO2, or climate change could spin out of control. She has said that, as a state and country, we must continue on the path to major reductions in greenhouse gas emissions to combat global climate change. 

“Our large state has both an opportunity and an obligation to be a leader in this crucial effort,” Lifton argued. “Hydrofracking in our State Forests also puts at risk the climate change goals of the state, since the forests are supposed to be part of the ‘carbon sink’ to help soak up greenhouse gases,” concluded Lifton. 
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