DRAFT  
ADDITIONS TO CORTLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN WHICH WOULD ADDRESS THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF GAS DRILLING USING HIGH VOLUME, SLICK WATER HYDROFRACKING IN CENTRAL NEW YORK 

HISTORIC RESOURCES

Develop educational programs, brochures, that emphasize the historical values of the community—clean air, water, agricultural productivity, scenic beauty, tourism and indicate that industrialization of the landscape through energy extraction has the potential to destroy these historical values.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Develop programs to preserve the purity of watersheds of the Preble-Homer-Cortland Sole Source Aquifer.  With increased industrial activity slated for our area (from shale gas extraction), we need to be prepared. Gathering baseline data and monitoring stream health are powerful tools we can use to protect our water resources.
Recruit students and adults to be trained in water and other environmental monitoring techniques.  This would allow them to participate in a community science projects and learn more about the local environment as well as assure that our resources are carefully monitored.
Preserve the safety and integrity of the water supply by prohibiting any mining or energy extraction, production or waste disposal activities in or near the water supply.  This might be accomplished through overlay zoning.  Work with other municipalities, state and federal government to protect the water supply.
Prohibit the sale or taking of city drinking quality water for use in hydrofracking operations.  Control water withdrawals from the watershed supplying the sole-source aquifer. This use of billions of gallons of water could jeopardize the availability of water for vital city uses.  Water used consumptively in this way is not returned to the aquifer for reuse.  Work with other municipalities, state and federal government to prohibit the consumptive use of water.  This may require testimony before the Susquehanna River Basin Authority or other regulatory bodies.  
Work with surrounding municipalities to develop aquifer protection ordinances and regulations. 

Establish a city taskforce or work with an inter-governmental taskforce to address issues surrounding potential gas drilling.  Provide pro-active testimony on behalf of the welfare of the city at all appropriate levels of government including Federal, regional and state regulatory agencies, administrative and legislative bodies.  Be prepared to seek remedy against any company, governmental body or person who violates the city’s right to protect its citizens and its infrastructure and resources.
Prohibit disposal or spreading of frack fluid, drilling mud or any of their by-products on city streets, parking lots within the city limits.  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Recruit new businesses that contribute to the sustainability of the community through environmental responsibility in that they do not pollute our air, soil, or water and they do not degrade the city’s quality of life or public safety by generating toxic materials, volatile organic compounds, explosive materials, light/noise pollution or heavy traffic.  Prohibit companies that would degrade the city’s infrastructure such as roads/streets and sewer treatment facilities.    Recruit businesses that produce a product that contributes to the sustainability, health and welfare of the community.  

PARKS AND RECREATION
Preserve the safety and integrity of all city parks and recreation facilities by prohibiting any mining or energy extraction or transmission (compressors, pipelines, etc) activities in or near these facilities.  This might be accomplished through overlay zoning or other appropriate tool.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES 

Add to Goal 43.

Ensure the long term safety and reliability of the public water system:  d. Assure that substances accepted for treatment can be adequately treated and will not damage the treatment plant facilities or release pollutants into the river.  

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Ensure that plans and training are provided for local fire and emergency responders who may be called on to respond to petroleum fires, worker injuries and toxic accidents.  Assure that any drilling or gas production activities are registered with local responders and that company contact numbers and materials information are registered with local agencies.  Assign 911 numbers to all potentially dangerous sites.  Require companies to supply response aid for emergencies beyond the capabilities of local responders such as explosions and fires. 
LAND USE AND ZONING

Advocate for individual SEQRA site plan review for any and all drilling and gas production/transmission activities especially those located in watershed areas.  This would provide the same protection that the DEC has already granted to the NYC and Syracuse watersheds by exempting these areas from a generic environmental impact review that is conducted by the DEC without input from local authorities or even a site visit.  
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