HOW WILL THE CANDIDATES RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING?:

 

THE DEC AND PUBLIC COMMENTARY

1. Withdrawing  the current dSGEIS and starting over with a completely new one.

 2  Separating the current Division of Mineral Resources from the DEC and make it subordinate  to the DEC and the Dept of Health (and the Dept of Ag and Markets for that matter).

 

 3. Emphasizing the importance of energy conservation over energy extraction by establishing a Dept of Energy Conservation that would be given power equal to the Dept of Environmental Conservation but would exceed the power of the Dept of Energy Extraction.

 

4..Since the employees union of the DEC has stated that they simply do not have the resources to enforce any regulations, not matter how good, due to lack of staff, how many positions is he willing to add if drilling begins in NY?

5. Allowing the people of New York ample opportunity to review the revised GEIS when it comes out, in view of the totally inadequate first draft?

 

LEGAL/JUSTICE ISSUES

 

6. If natural gas drilling is allowed in New York, what level of severance tax should be imposed on the industry to cover damage to roads, people's health and our environmental resources? A wellhead severance tax would also provide a built-in incentive for the state to regularly monitor each drilling site (i.e. to regularly measure the production at each well, which will be the basis on which the state's severance tax is collected, and to concurrently monitor the procedural and environmental safeguards).

7. Amending the Environmental Conservation Law 23-0303 Section 2, which contradicts the NY State Constitution on local control over health and safety and removes local control over most aspects of fracking? 

8. Acting against forced integration and eminent domain that just makes giant corporations wealthy?

9. Specific to Cuomo-Does he recall his actions as Attorney General in Nov.2009 when Fortuna Energy was fined $192,000 for providing fraudulent information to landowners? 

10. Demanding  that all watersheds in NYS be given the same protection as NYC and Syracuse? 

 
     LEGISLATIVE/ ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES
 
     11. Supporting a property tax CIRCUIT BREAKER? A tax cap     

       is insulting and accomplishes nothing.  

 12. Is he willing to support waiting until 120 days after the EPA study is completed?

13. Making sure the 1400+ violations committed by gas companies in PA doesn’t happen in NYS 

  ECONOMIC HEALTH AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE


14. NYS needs business 
a. Encourage and subsidize only businesses which will steer NYS (and the country) to a sustainable future: photovoltaic manufacturing, wind turbine manufacturing, installation businesses, 
b. conservation businesses, local agriculture etc.
c. Small businesses provide 2/3 of the jobs in the country, according to President Obama. No more subsidies of big businesses in NYS.

     d. Protect the economy we now have based on tourism, the wine industry and     

     agriculture

 

15. Protect NYS From A Boom and Bust economy, which will damage us all in the long term, and even in the short term will provide only few local jobs. And even those would be at the expense of a large majority. Look at other gas drilling states where this has already happened.

 

16. In light of the fact that natural gas is plentiful and cheap now, would you, even if not supporting an outright ban on horizontal hydrofracking, at least consider the idea that Dr. Tony Ingraffea has suggested. This would be to “bank” the resource until a future time when it may be more needed and until thorough studies beyond just two years have been done and far safer and superior technologies have been developed?

 

     17. Balance the state budget by taxing rich people rather than cutting services of poor

     people. 

(This might not be specific to hydrofracking but justice is an absolutely vital component of all our efforts)

 

OVERARCHING CONCERNS AND VALUES

     18. Are ALL Watersheds “sacrosanct”?

 

 19. Are the right of humans and other species to clean, toxin free air and water a paramount concern?  

 

     20. Has s/he read the research indicating that natural gas is not cleaner than  

     other fuels when the entire process is taken into account?

(That the whole process is very energy-intensive? That when methane is vented and flared into the atmosphere during these operations, it oxidizes into CO2? That methane when it leaks into the atmosphere is a very potent heat-trapping gas, 70 X more potent than CO2 over a period of 20 years)   

 21. Does s/he you think a leader should familiarize him/herself with the     realities of this new kind of gas drilling development "up close"? 
 22.  Has s/he spent a few days and nights in an area which has seen significant gas drilling growth over the last 5 years, and tried to determine it's effects on that community?
23. How does s/he define a great state? A truly great state would choose wisdom and general well being over concentrated wealth.
24. Does s/he want to see the beauty of NYS blighted with widespread heavy industry sites, which are the massive hydraulic fracturing operations? 

25. Does s/he want our children to inherit the natural bounty we inherited, undimmed by unnatural drilling? 

 

 

 

 

