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Willet town Board wants gas drilling to proceed

By CATHERINE WILDE Staff Reporter cwilde@cortlandstandard.net

WILLET - Bucking the pattern set by many municipalities, the Willet Town Board took a stance in support of natural gas drilling at Monday's meeting, unanimously approving a resolution that asks the state to. veto any legislation that would further de​lay drilling.

The board emphasized that drilling will improve the state and local econo​mies by creating jobs and bridging in tax revenue and lease payments to property owners. It also noted that the natural gas would help reduce the country's dependence on foreign fuel sources.

According to documents on file With the Cortland County Clerk's Office, all Willet Town Board members have leases with natural gas companies such as Chesapeake Energy, Fortuna Energy and Phillips Production Co.

Willet Town Supervisor Sandy Doty said the members are represent​ing the interests of their constituents.

"Just because they are all lease​holders, they are still members of the Town Board and they have to listen to what" the majority of people said. No​body called us from the town stating they are against drilling, everyone we . talked to wanted everything to forge forward," Doty said.

Doty said the board members would not be barred from voting on the matter since they were represent​ing the desires of their constituents.

The resolution calls for the state Legislature to allow the Department of Environmental Conservation to complete its draft supplemental generic environmental impact state​ment, or SCJEIS.
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The department is reviewing public

comments on the document, which highlights' potential adverse impacts of the high pressure hydraulic frac​turing process used in. horizontal drilling. '.

Large volumes of chemically treat​ed water are injected into the under​lying shale to free natural gas.

Hydrofracking, as it is commonly called, is not taking place' while .the study is ongoing since the companies

. would have to do their own individ​ual environmental reviews for each proposed well, instead of relying on the state's review.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, meanwhile, is conducting its own review of the process.

Hydrofracking has come under {ire from many residents and poli​ticians across the state who are concerned about its environmental

.impacts. These include the risk of water source. pollution and pos​sible health problems related to the chemically treated water used in fracking.

Opponents have pushed for fur​ther restrictions on the, process until. it is ensured to be safe and further oversights have been put in place

The town of Cortlandville early this month passed a six-month moratorium on any local approvals required for hydrofracking proj​ects.. .

The county Legislature voted 17-2 on April 22 to pass a resolution peti​tioning Gov. David Patterson and the state Legislature to ban hydrofrack​

ing until further independent scien​tific testing is done. .

Legislators Dave Fuller (R-Cincin​. natus, Taylor, Freetown and Willet)

.~
and Jennifer Gofkowski (D-Homer) were opposed.

Members of the Willet Town Board feel the DEC will determine wheth​er

.

the process is safe and the state

I

should not stand in the way. of the . drilling proceeding.


'Doty said he thinks the environ​

mental concerns are exaggerated.


."1 think (the drill casing) stays.

, down far enough that it's not going to .j

affect the aquifer," Doty said.
f

Doty faults the' public concerns R

about toxic spills. There are fears that traffic accidents involving the trucks transporting the hydrofracking fluids could have hazardous consequences.

"Do people have any idea what travels down the road in tractor-trail​ers? There are hazardous 'materials and chemicals in tractor-trailers ... but people are not concerned with

that," Doty said.
,

Town Board member Richard Fowlston said he thinks drilling for gas is worth any environmental risk. '

"There would be quite a bit of mon​ey ... for the county and the state and it might end a little foreign energy dependence. I don't see a downside to it but I'm sure there could be some problem, there always is," Fowlston said.

Fowlston said he has visited drill​ing sites in Pennsylvania and spoken to neighbors who did not report any problems with the activities.

Council members Charles Sud​brink, Ronald Rink and Joanne Brown did not return phone calls by press time for comment.

A letter explaining the Town "

Board's action was sent to all towns, showing Willet's support of allowing hydrofracking after the DEC estab​

lishes regulations.
'

