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. Our Opinion,

Gas trouble

When a driver gets pulled over for speeding for the 1,400th time, that driver is likely to lose his or her license. It doesn't just mean that the State Police are doing their job correctly - it means the driver shouldn't be behind the wheel anymore. '

That's not what the natural gas companies are telling Pennsylvanians. According to an Associated Press article that ran in the Cortland Standard Tuesday, natural gas companies drilling in the Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania have racked up more than 1,400 violations of the state's regulations since 2008. The majority of those violations have negative implications for the environment, the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association found. According to the same article, drilling advocates have argued that Pennsylvania's oversight is working, as evidenced by the number of violations. Whew!

It shouldn't be about how much a company can get away with, and with that in mind, Pennsylvania's Department of Environmental Protection has already suspended a few natural gas companies. .

In 2009, when residents in Dimock Township demonstrated that their drinking water had been contaminated by faulty wells operated by Cabot Oil and Gas Corp., the DEP stopped issuing permits for new wells to that company and forced Cabot to supply homeowners with fresh water. Only after Cabot demonstrated the integrity of its existing wells - and after being fined $120,000 - was the company allowed to begin drilling new wells. Cabot also had to jump through hoops to prove its new wells were-being installed safely.

On June 3, a blowout at a natural gas well operated by EOG Resources in Clearfield County resulted in 35,000 gallons of potentially toxic waste fluid from hydrofracking operations being spilled over the course of 16 hours. Further drilling by EOG was immediately suspended until an investigation could be completed - the investigation and the suspension ended on July 13, and the company was fined $353,400 and ordered to the corrective actions (it's

.contractor was fined $46,600 and also ordered to take corrective actions).

The companies that are now active in the Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania are telling us that everything is OK, because every time they've tried to sneak something past the regulators, the state has caught them and issued a violation. That's not how we believe it should work. If a company fails to comply with the law, and demonstrates time and time again that they believe the law is irrelevant, their operations should be suspended indefinitely.


Yes, we've learned some painful truths over the past few months, and at

the top of that list is this - when coal, oil and gas companies; start racking up violations, the easily preventable accidents can't be far behind.

Natural gas is the cleanest of fossil fuels that are available to us, and it's not likely that we're going to be weaning ourselves off of petroleum anytime soon. The natural gas deposits beneath our feet are going to have to be extracted sooner or later, but it must be done responsibly. At this point, we don't believe that it can be done responsibly. The companies cut comers, they evade regulations and they pay the big bucks to push through sympathetic legislation. The people who must live here after the wells have been shut down need assurance that things are going to be done right.

Thankfully, local and state officials have taken notice of the petroleum industry's poor record and don't seem to be allowing hydrofracking to go forward without a reasonable review. On Wednesday, the Cortlandville Town Board implemented a six-month moratorium on hydrofracking, which could be extended until the state Department of Environmental Conservation completes its own review of the controversial process.

On Tuesday, the state Senate voted to approve a moratorium on hydrofracking until May 15,2011, to allow the DEC-more time to complete its review and issue protective regulations. Now, the Assembly and the governor will hopefully agree with the Senate in the coming months.

