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Primum, no nocere

— First, do no harm

Physicians of Tompkins County care first and foremost about the health of our

community. When an activity raises potential harm to human health, precautionary

measures should be taken until cause and effect relationships are fully

established scientifically.

The exploitation of natural gas in the Marcellus shale involves high-pressure injection of over 200 billion of gallons of water and billions of gallons of water-soluble chemicals into the shale formations to allow the release of natural gas. Backflow from this process contains heavy metals, radioactive materials and volatile organic compounds. The effects of this process on human health have not been subject to rigorous medical research. The review reported by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in the draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement contains no high quality medical data.

We support a moratorium to natural gas extraction using high volume hydraulic fracturing in New York State until completion of the recently announced Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) study to evaluate its effects on human health and the environment.

Thank you for your consideration.
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John-Paul Mead, M.D., Internal Medicine
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