July 16, 2010 

Hello Kris and NYRAD folks: 

COMMENTS FROM A FRIEND who was in the gas-leasing business in 1984 (leased lands in northern Broome and Tioga County) and now runs a green business, suggests the following: 

“We need to know what where each county legislator stands on this before the meeting if we can. 

Get our facts straight before going to meeting. Get organized.  Do not go in like mob of protestors.  

Either have intelligent questions to ask (not all from one person) or have a leader who will have all of the questions. 

Question: If they drill in the landfill area, this could possibly break the natural seal that keeps all the leachate out of the ground water.  in the late 1970’s, NYS  drilled through a landfill just north of Owego (just west of route 96). Drinking water there was destroyed and property values went where down in that area. 

Make a STRONG SHOWING because it is my understanding from some of the legislators that it is a done deal and the rest is formality.  All who care should call their respective county representative and voice their opinion. Tell them their election is coming up.” 

I think these are good ideas....respectful believable commentary and questions will be heard. How we can promote this behavior, I'm not sure. 

Also FYI: 

I have emailed all of the Broome County legislators separately with the following: 

I was present at the Public Health & Environmental Protection Committee’s July 14th meeting and have the following questions for you. 

INFLECTION ENERGY LLC’s  EXPERIENCE: 

My understanding is that INFLECTION ENERGY LLC has recently incorporated January of this year and its first target for gas drilling offers is to the residents and county of Broome. Is this correct? 

I am interested in knowing the experience of this company’s management with the process of horizontal hydraulic fracturing. 

COMPANY’S INTENTIONS 

I am interested in knowing if INFLECTION ENERGY LLC plans to “flip” the leased land at a profit for themselves and an even more unknown future for Broome County. 

LEGISLATURE’S AWARENESS 

What does the Broome County Legislature think about “compulsory integration” and its impact on the people who live here? 

“The County’s post production costs shall not exceed $0.30 per Mcf”, states the lease.  [Wikipedia tells me that an Mcf is 1000 cubic feet, a unit of measure in the oil and gas industry for natural gas]. In other words, Broome County can have post-production costs of up to 30 cents per 1000 cubic feet. How many cubic feet are involved in 5600 acres with mile plus deep drilling?  Have you looked into this? Who pays for damages of all types? Is this what is considered a “post-production cost”? 

“No surface occupancy on County park lands or watersheds” concerns me.  Horizontal drilling in a watershed doesn’t sound like a good idea to me. Does it to you? 

CONCERN REGARDING PROCEDURES OF THE BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

I am interested to know why resolution #46 was distributed at the committee meeting rather than prior to the meeting. One legislator remarked that this is the first time he’s seen it. I don’t know how it is possible to read and listen at the same time, then vote on this piecemeal information with no forethought. Also, with a controversial issue, I am surprised that each committee member was not polled for his vote, along with his reason. Are these common practices in the Broome County Legislature? 

