Gubernatorial candidates weigh in on gas drilling

Lazio, Paladino see economic opportunity; Cuomo stresses environmental safety
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Where they stand 

* Andrew Cuomo, Democrat: Supportive of drilling as long as it "does not occur in a way that threatens the environment." (Huh?)

* Rick Lazio, Republican: Believes drilling can be done "in an environmentally responsible way." Wants to commission a State University of New York study on fracking, and ban drilling in certain watersheds.

* Carl Paladino, Republican: Wants to drill immediately. "This is an economic opportunity for upstate New York," he said.

(R's will Primary)

GREEN PARTY WATCH

Howie Hawkins, the Green Party candidate for governor of New York, called for a ban on drilling in the Marcellus Shale last week…

“Drill baby, drill, usually ends up spill baby, spill, as you can see now in the Gulf of Mexico,” said Hawkins during a recent campaign appearance in Endicott. “We’re for a ban on hydrofracking because there are better options for energy, and what this really does is privatize the cost and socialize the risk.”

http://www.greenpartywatch.org/2010/07/06/ny-green-candidate-calls-for-ban-on-marcellus-shale-drilling/
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Carl Paladino, a Buffalo developer who is trying to force a Republican primary in this year's governor's race, will make a campaign stop in Corning this weekend.   

Republican leaders in June designated Rick Lazio as their candidate to face Democrat Andrew Cuomo in November. Paladino pledged to spend $500,000 of his own money to get enough signatures on petitions to get on the ballot.

Paladino will hold a campaign appearance at 1 p.m. Saturday on the Centerway Square stage in Corning.

The visit is being arranged by Corning resident Gloria Misnick, who went to Rochester with her husband Bill recently to hear Paladino speak.
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