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“Save our State” was reportedly the rallying cry of those who made the trek
to the state capital. They urged lawmakers to oppose legislation that would
further delay what the coalition perceives to be safe methods of drilling and
extracting natural gas from the Marcellus Shale that lies beneath areas of the
Southern Tier, including Cortland County, and areas of Pennsylvania, Ohio and
West Virginia.

But will our state be saved or savaged by forging ahead with a controversial
method of natural gas extraction that is said to be responsible for causing seri-
ous problems in a number of places where it has been used?

At the heart of the matter is a gas drilling method called hydraulic fracturing
— or hydrofracking. Although hydrofracking is viewed as being perfectly safe
by some people and groups, others see it as posing a potentially serious threat
to the environment and human health.

Hydrofracking involves a process in which millions of gallons of water mixed
with an array of chemicals are pumped down natural gas wells as they are being
drilled. The liquid is pumped into the wells under extremely high pressure and
fractures subsurface shale formations, thus releasing the gas they contain.

Only about 40 percent of the fracking fluid comes back up out of the well,
and this is a cause for great concern among many New Yorkers who worry
about the 60 percent that remains underground. Could it contaminate ground-
water and private wells — and what’s actually in the fluid concoction that gas
companies use in the hydrofracking process?

The general public and elected officials at all levels of government have ev-
ery right to get answers to such basic questions. At the present time, however,
energy companies aren’t required to divulge what chemicals are in the hydrof-
racking fluid, or in what quantities. They claim that’s “proprietary informa-
tion,” and so far, elected officials at state and federal levels haven’t seen fit to
challenge that claim. Furthermore, the companies that want to extract natural
gas by pumping a gargantuan chemical cocktail into each well they drill are
further insulated from responsibility because Congress has seen fit to exempt
them from provisions of both the Clean Water Act and Clean Air Act.

It’s no wonder, then, that many residents here and in other communities that
lie above the Marcellus Shale are very much in favor of legislation calling for a
moratorium on this type of gas extraction until a lot more information has been
made available to the public. Two such proposals have been drafted in the state
Senate, but currently remain bottled up in committee. Whether either proposal
will be considered before the end of the current legislative session remains
unknown.

To her credit, Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton (D-Ithaca), whose district
includes portions of Cortland County, has come out strongly in favor of a
moratorium.

But state Sen. James Seward (D-Milford), who also represents Cortland
County, has yet to take a position on the moratorium proposal. In a statement
posted on his website, he says: “I am listening to my constituents on this is-
sue, and am receiving and reviewing dozens of calls, letters and e-mails daily.
Should a proposed ban or moratorium on natural gas exploration come before
the full Senate for consideration, I will weigh my constituents’ views and reflect
their opinions in any vote.”

Cortland County residents who don’t want to see our state rush into hydrof-
racking need to urge Sen. Seward to get off the fence and support a morato-
rium. The senator notes in his website statement that he’s traveled to Pennsyl-
vania to examine hydrofracking drilling sites and talk to people living nearby.
Surely he’s heard and read enough by now to know that hydrofracking may
very well pose significant health and environmental risks, and that allowing
gas companies to go about their business while remaining mum about what

ol rhc_) want to inject into the ground in huge quantities is.as irresponsible as it is
“Unacceptable.

The federal Environmental Protection Agency is currently conducting a two-
year study focusing on the safety of hydrofracking, and until that study has
been completed and the results have been released for public consumption, no
hydrofracking activity should be allowed to take place anvwhere in the Empire
State.

Here in Cortland County, an abundant supply of pure water is an absolutely
precious resource we can ill-afford to gamble with so that energy companies
can get richer via hydrofracking and landowners can make a buck by sign-
ing gas leases. Everything shouldn’t be about money — and the importance of
protecting and preserving Cortland County’s sole source aquifer and the water-
sheds that feed it trumps any monetary benefit that might be realized as a result
of hydrofracking.

Until a lot more is known about this method of natural gas extraction, until
gas companies are required to abide by the same environmental laws and regu-
lations that apply to other industries, and until local officials are given the final
say about where wells can be drilled or if gas drilling permits should be issued,
a moratorium is clearly in the best interests of New Yorkers.
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Our Opinion
Our water must come first

owns, villages and the city that draw their drinking water from the Cor-

I tland-Homer-Preble sole source aquifer should convene a 7 Valley Wa-

ter Summit that would discuss the need for a single authority to regulate
development over the aquifer. e

The suggestion for the summit came from Alderman Tom Michales (R-8th
Ward) at Tuesday’s council session at City Hall in conjunction with the con-
sideration of three water-related measures from the city’s Environmental Ad-
visory Committee.

Michales noted that while the aquifer is the only public water source for
most of Cortland County, the decision-making authority for protecting it is
fragmented. Each of the municipalities above the aquifer and adjacent to it,
including the city, the towns of Cortlandville, Homer and Preble, and the vil-
lages of Homer and McGraw, has authority to regulate development over the
aquifer within its municipal boundaries.

That could result in one municipality making a decision damaging to the
water supply of every other municipality and the thousands of residents depen-
dent on the water supply. The other affected municipalities have little power
under present circumstances to overrule such decisions, Michales indicated.

Intense concern for the safety of public water supplies across New York’s
Southern Tier has developed over the past several years in response to vivid
reports from nearby Pennsylvania and other areas of water well pollution, road
destruction and other damage caused by drilling for natural gas in the Mar-
cellus Shale formation using a process called hydraulic fracturing, or simply
“fracking.” ;

The state Department of Environmental Conservation is in the process of
creating regulations to control use of the fracking process in New York state.
Many residents are concerned that the financially desperate state government
may come up with fracking regulations that favor the extraction of finite
amounts of natural gas over the need to protect another natural resource that
everyone needs forever — good water.

Our Assembly members and senators also are under increasing pressure
from landowners to open the way for fracking so they can cash in on the po-
tentiall - lucrative leases they have signed with natural gas drillers.

Fear that the state will yield to the “drill, baby, drill” faction for a quick
cash fix, instead of long range protection of clean water supplies, prompted
the city’s Environmental Advisory Committee to present a series of water-
protection measures for council approval last night.

The EAC’s proposals would ban the sale of city water for fracking, request
Gov. David Paterson to withdraw the draft supplemental generic environmen-
tal impact statement related to fracking, and create a wellhead aquifer protec-
tion committee.

The ideal situation would be that the DEC would create strong, enforceable
— and rigidly enforced — regulations controlling the fracking process that
will prevent any damage to our water supplies. So far, unfortunately, too many
observers are concerned that the DEC’s proposed regulations do not go nearly
far enough in protecting our water supplies.

Until Gov. Paterson and his DEC can give us the strongest guarantee pos-
sible that their fracking regulations will protect our vital water supplies, frack-
ing should be banned — as it already is in the New York City and Syracuse
watersheds.

Your Opinion
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In the days since I suggested that
President Obama’s rhetorical style
mimics feminine tropes, I’ve been
informed of the following:

One, a black man cannot show
anger in public lest he be consid-
ered an Angry Black Man.

Two, to suggest that a black man
has any feminine characteristics,
even when framed as an “evolution-
ary achievement,” is to emasculate
and reduce him to a figure from Jim
Crow days.

These were the two most com-

- mon complaints I heard in the col-
. umn’s wake. Some of those who

wrote were polite, self-identifying
African-Americans who sort of
agreed with my point but wanted to

as some have urged
response to the Gul;

I hadn’t thought
but I take Jonathan
their word that it’s a
African-American

Obama exclusively
~— no matter what
census form. Not o
white but also he h:
transcend skin color,
where I sit.

As a sidebar, there’
son I don’t see him
He is my cousin. I h
save this nugget for
umn, but now seems

help me see things a different way, _ as any to brag.
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e was afraid
tf swimming.
She said
that while her
on had taken
wimming les-
ns, she did
ot know what
changed  his
timid behavior but suspected the
fintense heat had something to do
with it.
| High temperatures climbed into
‘the 90s for the third consecutive
day.

The National Weather Service
forecasted on its website this morn-
ing that temperatures in. Cortland
County will reach the mid-90s to-
day and the lower 90s on Thursday.

The demand for electricity ap-
proached a record high in New
York state.

Dense cities
tend to warm
up quickly but
cool off slowly
during heat

waves.
% Page 7

The New York Independent Sys-
tera Operator, the company that
oversees the state’s power grid, said
demand reached 33,452 megawatts
between 4 and 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Last summer’s peak load was
30,844 megawatts. The record is
33,939 megawatts, set on Aug. 2,
2006.

The company told the Associated
Press there haven’t been any major

problems with the power distribu-
tion system and there’s more than
enough supply to meet demand.

Things will change Friday, with a
chance of rain and temperatures in
the mid-80s.

About 30 people were at Wick-
wire Pool around noon Tuesday,
trying to cool off in the midst of the
Northeastern heat wave.

See COOL, page 2

_ rental permit Jaw never menuons we

three-unrelated law and can still be
enforced if the three-unrelated law is
dropped. It can still be used to ensure
that landlords are meeting state anc
local building codes, she said.

Feiszli, who voted for the renta
permit law in June 2009, also sai
Tuesday that she thinks the rentz
permit law fails .to sufficiently ad
dress student housing issues.

Feiszli said she is setting up a meef
ing next week with representatives ¢
the Hill Association and landlords t
find new solutions to address studer
housing issues. She said she wants |
work with residents of neighborhooc
with residential and rental properti
to map out where density should
higher and lower, and to base fl
number of occupants allowed in ea

See HOUSING, page 2

By HOLDEN B. SLATTERY
Staff Reporter
hslattery@cortlandstandard.net

DRYDEN — Congressman Michael Arcuri vis-
ited Dryden on Tuesday to talk about an amend-
ment he made to a federal bill being developed to
toughen regulations on the oil and gas industry.

Arcuri (D-Utica) said his amendment would
end a “sweetheart deal” between oil and gas com-
panies and the federal govern-
ment that keeps those com-
panies from having to submit
storm water management plans
for construction projects.

All other industries have to
submit such plans to get storm
water management permits,
Arcuri said. Oil and gas com-
panies did, too, until the 2005
Energy Bill exempted them,
Arcuri said.

“Every other industry does it and it’s not a prob-
lem,” Arcuri said.

Arcuri offered the amendment to the House
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure,
on which he serves. The committee has been help-
ing to write the Oil Spill Accountability and En-
vironmental Protection Act of 2010, which Arcuri
i said will go to the House.

i “Now the fight moves to the House, and it will
| be a fight,” Arcuri said.
| The Dryden Town Board has been hearing pub-
lic comment about natural gas drilling and has
been exploring potential local laws to manage any
drilling it does allow.
Arcuri said the amendment is especially impor-
tant now that gas companies are trying to begin
using a technique called horizontal hydraulic frac-

Arcuri

Arcuri hopes to regulate oil and gas companies

Common Council passes laws

- to protect water from gas drilling

By HOLDEN B. SLATTERY
: - Staff Reporter
hslattery@cortlandstandarq.net
The city Common Council on Tuesday night voted 7-0 to pass three resolutions aimed ¢
protecting the city’s drinking water source from a controversial drilling technique used b
natural gas companies. . ‘ .
The city’s new Environmental Advisory Committee formed the three resolutions.
“What this is doing is protecting the city,” said Alderwoman Stephanie Hayes (D-2nd Ward

| “At this point in time we can’t support hydraulic fracturing. There are too many risks.”

One of the resolutions will ask Gov. David Paterson not to approve the state Departme!
of Environmental Conservation’s environmental impact statement on horizontal drilling ar
hydraulic fracturing.

By not approving the document, Paterson would bar gas companies from beginning hol
zontal hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as hydrofracking, to drill for natural gas in
Marcellus Shale gas formation. Hydrofracking involves pumping water treated with chen
cals to break shale and extract gas. : i =

Another of the resolutions says the city will not contribute to the gas drilling process |

 selling water to gas companies.

The third resolution was to create a wellhead aquifer protection ad hoc committee
study maps showing the city’s water source and make recommendations of ways to prote
it from gas drilling. ‘ |

Mayor Susan Feiszli said the council will vote to approve the committee members at
next meeting July 20. ‘ .
~ Frank Kelly, a member of the Environmental Advisory Committee, said the ultimate g
of the wellhead aquifer protection program will be to work with surrounding municipalities
come up with regulations and possibly create a regional water authority.

impacts of it. The regulations have no impa
conventional vettical drilling, which is alr
going on across the state.

Arcuri said the amendment is a necessary 1
lation, adding that a lack of regulations led t

See ARCURI, page 2

turing to extract natural gas from the Marcellus
Shale in New York state, including under parts of
Cortland County.

The state Department of Environmental Conser-
vation has a moratorium on Marcellus Shale drill-
ing in the state while it reviews the environmental

oo
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Tortlamy Stand

Our Opinion
Moratorium makes good sense

arlier this month, a coalition of landowners from various parts of the
E Southern Tier rallied. in Albany to show their support for natural gas

exploration and extrattion. Joining the coalition were representatives
from various business groups and labor unions.

“Save our State” was reportedly the rallying cry of those who made the trek
to the state capital. They urged lawmakers to oppose legislation that would
further delay what the coalition perceives to be safe methods of drilling and
extracting natural gas from the Marcellus Shale that lies beneath areas of the
Southern Tier, including Cortland County, and areas of Pennsylvania, Ohio and
West Virginia.

But will our state be saved or savaged by forging ahead with a controversial
method of natural gas extraction that is said to be responsible for causing seri-
ous problems in a number of places where it has been used?

At the heart of the matter is a gas drilling method called hydraulic fracturing
— or hydrofracking. Although hydrofracking is viewed as being perfectly safe
by some people and groups, others see it as posing a potentially serious threat
to the environment and human health.

Hydrofracking involves a process in which millions of gallons of water mixed
with an array of chemicals are pumped down natural gas wells as they are being
drilled. The liquid is pumped into the wells under extremely high pressure and
fractures subsurface shale formations, thus releasing the gas they contain.

Only about 40 percent of the fracking fluid comes back up out of the well,
and this is a cause for great concern among many New Yorkers who worry
about the 60 percent that remains underground. Could it contaminate ground-
water and private wells — and what’s actually in the fluid concoction that gas
companies use in the hydrofracking process?

The general public and elected officials at all levels of government have ev-
ety right to get answers to such basic questions. At the present time, however,
energy companies aren’t required to divulge what chemicals are in the hydrof-
racking fluid, or in what quantities. They claim that’s “proprietary informa-
tion,” and so far, elected officials at state and federal levels haven’t seen fit to
challenge that claim. Furthermore, the companies that want to extract natural
gas by pumping a gargantuan chemical cocktail into each well they drill are
further insulated from responsibility because Congress has seen fit to exempt
them from provisions of both the Clean Water Act and Clean Air Act.

It’s no wonder, then, that many residents here and in other communities that
lie above the Marcellus Shale are very much in favor of legislation calling for a
moratorium on this type of gas extraction until a lot more information has been
made available to the public. Two such proposals have been drafted in the state
Senate, but currently remain bottled up in committee. Whether either proposal
will be considered before the end of the current legislative session remains
unknown.

To her credit, Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton (D-Ithaca), whose district
includes portions of Cortland County, has come out strongly in favor of a
moratorium.

But state Sen. James Seward (D-Milford), who also represents Cortland
County, has yet to take a position on the moratorium proposal. In a statement
posted on his website, he says: “I am listening to my constituents on this is-
sue, and am receiving and reviewing dozens of calls, letters and e-mails daily.
Should a proposed ban or moratorium on natural gas exploration come before
the full Senate for consideration, I will weigh my constituents’ views and reflect
their opinions in any vote.”

Cortland County residents who don’t want to see our state rush into hydrof-
racking need to urge Sen. Seward to get off the fence and support a morato-
rium. The senator notes in his website statement that he’s traveled to Pennsyl-
vania to examine hydrofracking drilling sites and talk to people living nearby.
Surely he’s heard and read enough by now to know that hydrofracking may
very well pose significant health and environmental risks, and that allowing
gas companies to go about their business while remaining mum about what

thev.want.tosiniectintothe grannd in_huoe auantities icac ircocnaneihl it

To,bin‘ leéves big

shoes to fill
To the Editor: -

When I was 12 years old, John
Tobin gave me a job working T-
Ball games for the Cortland Youth
Bureau. Little did I know that this
man would be such a huge influ-
ence in my life.

John is a coach, a mentor and
a friend and what he has given to
Cortland baseball and our com-
munity is something that doesn’t
come along very often. He has
dedicated his life to kids who want
10 be better baseball. players, but
during that process, they become
better people as well. John has no
children, but has fostered a Cort-
land baseball family that all cur-

- rent and former players should be

proud to be a part of,
I have played for and coached

. alongside John Tobin at various

levels for my entire life, When
I inherited my own program at
McGraw, he helped me any way he
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