A moratorium on gas drilling works everybody
Two bills before the State Senate propose moratoriums on gas drilling until the industry can be better studied. The oil & gas industry is not pleased. Some landowner coalitions are also pushing to drill here and drill now. 
Many area landowners, recognizing that they were deceived by the gas companies, now regret their decision. The moratorium gives them a chance to start over. Back in 2006, we were offered $25/acre sign-on bonus, 12.5% royalty, and the standard 2 page lease with virtually no built-in protections. The landman didn’t  let on that we could get more; he didn’t tell us that our land would be disrupted for decades and our lease would be never-ending; he didn’t tell us that banks would be leery of granting a mortgage on our property if we decided to sell. The gas companies swooped in under the radar and got Walmart prices around here and few restrictions – works for them! 

Meanwhile, landowners coalitions are negotiating for $5,000/acre, 20% royalties, and the deluxe 38 page lease (with much more protection).  If we had signed 4 years ago, our lease period would be up in 2011. We might decide to renegotiate with the gas company for what our land is really worth - that would be $220,000 for our property at today’s prices - not to mention the increased royalties and the peace of mind. In light of all that we have learned about the potential dangers of gas drilling, we might decide that leasing doesn’t work for us after all.  

That’s why a one or two year moratorium would be great for landowners. Many of the terrible current leases will expire in the next 2 years.  Meanwhile, the natural gas underground will only increase in value. The EPA will complete its 2 year study on the safety of hydrofracking and we can finally get some unbiased facts. Adequate, up-to-date regulations will be developed so that New Yorkers can avoid the mistakes that have been made in other states. Our towns and counties can lobby for more say over zoning, roads, and environmental protections. Citizens can also lobby the state to repeal the unjust seizure of our private property by Compulsory Integration.
Indeed, the landowner coalitions should come out in support of their friends and neighbors by supporting the moratorium, so that all of us can benefit from better leases, more income for local and state coffers, and better protection for all of the land in central NY. A moratorium also gives the 90% of the area’s population who are not leased a voice in decisions that will affect the whole community. Heck, gas companies like Chesapeake should support the moratorium – a great marketing strategy to differentiate themselves from BP!
We have watched the nightmare unfold in the Gulf. Let’s not let the oil & gas industry – the only ones who really benefit from low, low prices and insufficient regulation – play the tune.  Call Senator Seward today in support of the moratorium.
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