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Our Opinion

Not another nuke dump deal?

A

bout 20 years ago Cortland County residents resorted to what the New York Times called "guerrilla wan are" to prevent state officials from imposing a nuclear waste dump in the ,county, despite the fact that

the county's geologic makeup loaded the project with potential danger to our population and our ecology, particularly our water supply.

Gov. Mario Cuomo and other leaders in Albany, it turned out, figured little Cortland County up there in the boonies didn't have very many people, and those it had wouldn't make any meaningful noise about having radioactive waste buried in their backyard.

Surprise, surprise. State leaders thought a dump site in the town of Taylor was just the site they had been looking for. They had overlooked the fact, as then-Cortland Mayor Marty Mack pointed out, Taylor was named after Mexi​can War hero Gen. Zachary Taylor, and "Taylor never surrenders." 
It was Gov. Cuomo and his crew who finally surrendered in a battle that lasted a number of years, and the nuke dump plan was abandoned.

State leaders apparently didn't learn much.  Now they seem to be on another

"stick the country people campaign," this time connected to the extraction of natural gas using the controversial hydraulic fracturing process. The process, more commonly called hydrofracking or just fracking, has caused serious en​vironmental problems in Pennsylvania and a number of other states. Those problems have included poisoned wells and pulverized roads.

Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Pete Grannis announced Friday that special regulations would be put in force to regulate fracking in the vast New York City watershed in the Catskills and the Ska​neateles Lake Watershed that feeds the city of Syracuse. The Skaneateles Lake Watershed includes a small section of the northwest comer of Cortland County in the town of Scott.
'

Grannis said the special regulations would require that drilling applications using the fracking process would be considered on a case-by-case basis.

The DEC's new drilling regulations covering the Marcellus Shale formation where fracking is used are scheduled to be announced later this year. The Mar​cellus Shale extends from Marcellus, near Syracuse, south and west through Cortland County, southern New York and parts of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Vir​ginia and West Virginia.
'

Natural gas industry spokesmen say the regulations announced by Gran​nis are a virtual ban on fracking in the New York City and Skaneateles Lake watersheds, the two areas of the state where drinking water is not processed through expensive filtration systems.

But what about the rest of the state? What about us? Do these regulations mean Grannis and the DEC are going to be more amenable to issuing fracking permits for Cortland County and the rest of the state? Gov. David Paterson and Grannis already have indicated they would like to see fracking and the millions, if not billions, in revenue it could bring the cash-strapped state, get underway as soon as possible

At whose expense? Poorly regulated fracking already has caused substantial damage in nearby north central Pennsylvania, so why do Grannis and the state believe residents of New York City and Syracuse warrant more protection than the people of Cortland County and the rest of New York state, as apparently they do?
'

The Cortland County Legislature on Thursday adopted a resolution urging the state to ban fracking pending further tests to ascertain its threat.to our wa​ter supplies, wildlife, landscapes and roads.
,

Most Cortland County residents obtain their drinking water from an irre​placeable sole-source aquifer and the watersheds that feed it. Now our local legislators must demand that our elected state representatives, Sen. James Se​ward and Assembly members Barbara Lifton, Gary Finch and Brian Kolb, ob​tain equal protection from fracking, and that Cortland County residents- and their aquifer - receive the same consideration as their fellow New Yorkers in New York City and  Syracuse.
