Subject: Taylor Valley Unit Management Plan - Comment
To: hcdedric@gw.dec.state.ny.us
Cc: "Amanda A. Barber" <amanda.barber@cortlandswcd.org>, karnold@cortland-co.org, dfuller@cortland-co.org, John Helgren <jhelgren@cortland-co.org>, Dan Dineen <ddineen@cortland-co.org>, news@cortlandstandard.net


Hello Mr. Dedric,

I attended the meeting at McGraw HS 2/2/10 and learned about the UMP process with which, until now, I was totally unfamiliar.  I am submitting by this email one comment for the drafting of the Taylor Valley UMP.  

My comment deals with gas leases, in particular public notification and participation.  I feel that all local governmental bodies or officials that have an interest in potential impacts of gas drilling on state lands in the Taylor Valley Unit should automatically be placed on a mailing list (email would be more efficient) to receive notification of all pertinent public meetings.

As stated in the DEC information document "State Land Leasing Process"  (  http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/1577.html )
· "Public workshops - When a sale is planned, lists of areas will be posted on this web site and will be sent to everyone who has asked to be included on a lease sale mailing list. In addition, the Department schedules and advertises public workshops prior to the decision to hold a state lease sale to gather comments and provide information. Information from the workshops is taken into account in making final decisions on areas to lease and lease conditions. The Department prepares a responsiveness summary of comments for distribution to the interested parties.

· Public advertisements - The Department advertises public notice of proposed sales in the Environmental Notice Bulletin, this web site, local newspapers and national oil and gas industry publications."

Despite the fact that, according to our phone conversation, you sent out hundreds of post cards about the McGraw HS event, when I called the Cortland Standard a few days prior to the scheduled date to see if they were going to publish a notice in the paper, they were not even aware that there was a meeting planned.  It seems, in this day of instant electronic communication, a more efficient, less costly, and less labor intensive system for communication should be developed.  

Although information about gas leases on state forest lands is posted on the DEC website, it is unreasonable and unrealistic to expect that people will be constantly checking, month after month, year after year, for a notice that may never appear.  The burden should be on the DEC, not the public or local officials, to ensure that pertinent information is widely disseminated.  In the excerpt from the DEC document quoted above, ("lists of areas will be posted on this web site and will be sent to everyone who has asked to be included on a lease sale mailing list"), it is not clear if these are lists of only local relevance or for the entire state.  Similarly, do the "public workshops"  apply to a particular area of the state, convenient to those most likely to be impacted, or are they in Albany?  The DEC document also does not explain to whom a request should be directed in order to be included on a mailing list. Furthermore, the public meetings appear to apply only to lease sales.  There is no mention of participation by local officials and residents in SEQR review for individual well permit applications. This should be incorporated in the draft Taylor Valley UMP, as should clarifications of all other communication issues identified in this comment.   
Thank you for you attention.

Jim Weiss

Chairman, Planning Board of the Town of Freetown, Cortland Cty.

cc: Amanda Barber, Cortland County SWCS

Kathie Arnold, Cortland County Legislature ; Agriculture, Planning, and Environment Committee

Dave Fuller, Cortland County Legislature ; Agriculture, Planning, and Environment Committee

John Helgren, Cortland County Department of Environmental Health

Dan Dineen, Director, Cortland County Planning Department
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